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Spring Sing 2016 'Retrobution' to revisit '70s and '80s 
By Joshua Johnson 
Opinions Editor 
being preserved as much 
as possible, just under new 
direction. Sp ring Sing 2016's 
theme of "Retrobution" "Blake (Hunter) would 
promises to bring the be beaming with pride at 
'70s and '80s to life on the the work these (women) 
Benson stage on March 
25-26. With four male 
hosts and 16 ensemble 
members, as well as eight 
club shows, the show 
as a whole is going to 
be different from past 
years despite using the 
same winning formula, 
ensemble director Dottie 
Frye said. 
"There is a team of 
professionals - faculty 
and staff - who spend 
countless hours in planning 
and preparation for this 
event," Frye said. "Our 
main goal is, first, to create 
a unique production every 
year. That's number one." 
are doing," Frye said. "He 
would be busting his buttons 
and asking me, 'Dottie, 
can I be in that one too?"' 
According to Frye, 
because Hunter, having 
gone from ensemble to 
host to choreographer in 
his college career, knew 
exactly how the process 
worked, it has been a 
challenge for anyone to 
understand the job on 
his level. Frye said that 
Heffley and Maynard have 
embraced that challenge. 
"When (Maynard) and 
I were asked to do this, I 
think the word 'daunting' 
is an understatement," 
Heffley said. "Blake's talent 
was just out of this world. 
It was the biggest honor 
and the scariest task that 
I have ever been presented 
with." 
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY SAWYER HITE AND AMANDA FLOYD 
Frye said that all of the 
host introduction numbers 
are parodies of theme 
songs fro m classic TV 
shows from the '70s and 
'80s. A few of the songs 
to anticipate to from the 
ensemble are Billy Joel's 
"Longest Time," a "Back 
to the Future" medley, 
and Huey Lewis and the 
News"'Heart of Rock and 
Roll," according to Frye. 
H effley said that, in Spring Sing 2016 features eight club shows and four male hosts. The theme for this year is "Retrobution" and 
Hunter 's absence, the will take the audience back to the '70s and '80s. 
entire ensemble felt a 
desire to push forward 
and unite as one. 
Searcy projects aim to revive downtown 
aesthetically appealing for the community, they want the city to do - providing them 
according to Burton. revenue," Layne said. "Right now, I'd say 
Senior Claire Heffley, a 
member of the ensemble, 
said she is amazed every 
year at the faculty's efforts 
to modernize Spring 
Sing and make it a fresh 
experience. 
"There are more flames 
and more light shows and 
more lasers every year," 
Heffley said. "That's why 
thousands and thousands 
of people keep coming 
back. Yes, structurally, it 
stays the same every year, 
but yet it changes . It 's 
exciting year after year." 
With previous head 
choreographer Blake Hunt-
er's death earlier this year, 
Heffley and junior Renee 
Maynard have stepped 
forward to lead the hosts 
and the ensemble as the 
head choreographers. Frye 
said that Hunter's work 
up to this point is still 
"We're working hard, 
but we're coming together 
at the same time," Heffley 
said. "Everyone has to 
be patient because we're 
overcoming obstacles 
that we never imagined 
we would face." 
Frye said that she 
cannot force people to 
come back year after year, 
but she said she hopes 
audiences can see beyond 
the pyrotechnics. 
"What I want people 
who see Spring Sing to 
recognize is that there is a 
bond that we share," Frye 
said. "It is a bond that 
goes beyond graduation, 
beyond a closing night, 
beyond everything. That's 
what I hope people get 
out of this. Yes, it is a 
musical review. But it is 
a lifetime memory for 
everyone who is involved, 
and I hope audiences can 
see that." 
By Kaleb Turner 
News Editor 
Searcy community and business leaders 
are looking for avenues to continue economic 
development and revive downtown after the 
natural gas industry that brought a boom to 
Searcy's population and economy has "now 
come and gone," according to Buck Layne, 
president of the Searcy Regional Chamber 
of Commerce. 
"There's an effort to revitalize our 
downtown area, including the Rialto, and a 
paving project that's going on as we speak," 
Layne said. 
The Searcy Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, Searcy Regional Economic 
Development Corporation and Main Street 
Searcy are spearheading the effort alongside 
community members who are serving on a 
project committee. 
Amy Burton, executive director ofMain 
Street Searcy and committee member, said 
the project includes three main branches 
- bringing back the Holiday of Lights 
Festival, reviving the Rialto and beginning 
the Downtown Beautification Project. The 
Downtown Beautification Project includes 
landscaping, adding more efficient parking 
and making the downtown area more 
"I see this project as two-fold, especially it's probably not going to happen unless 
looking at the downtown district," Burton something changes, but I don't anticipate 
said "First, we want it to improve the quality that happening from a constitutional area." 
of life for the people who live here and give Regardless, Layne said attention con-
them something to be proud of Second, it tinues to be concentrated on promoting 
also serves as an economic development local businesses. Layne noted the unique 
tool because having an attractive downtown opportunity presented to smaller businesses 
will certainly look well as we recruit new for reaching community members and 
businesses to come to the area." establishing relationships. 
The Chamber of Commerce is also "If people know you and treat you right, 
focusing it attention on continuing the - you're going to want to come back because 
steady economic growth the area has expe- people like to be appreciated and they like 
rienced through retail, manufacturing and to do business with their friends," Layne 
distribution, according to Layne. said. "We are a small town community, 
Plans for the Searcy City Center, a new and if we don't support each other, we may 
shopping center expected to bring approxi- regret that in the future." 
mately six new retail businesses and 300 new Lifelong Searcy resident and freshman 
jobs to Searcy, are in jeopardy, according to Ty Galyan said he values what the city has 
Layne. The company proposing the retail to offer to its citizens and surrounding 
development is looking to gain funding . communitil's. 
through state and local tax incentives, "Regardless of where li fe takes me, 
which, according to the Arkansas Consti- Searcy will always be home," Galyan said. 
tution, is only allowed for manufacturing ''I've always appreciated the closeness of 
and information technology corporations. the community and the opportunities 
"Short-term, there's a huge gap because made available to me and my family. I look 
that company is looking for financing and forward to what changes are underway in 
our state constitution prohibits doing what the coming years." 
Administration to begin monthly drawing to 'Dine with the Deans' 
By Erin Hanson 
Student Writer 
The deans of Student Life are 
creating a public relations (PR) 
campaign on campus to make 
students more aware of their 
accessibility. While the attempt 
to connect students to adminis-
tration is nothing new, this is the 
first time the deans have branded 
the attempt and are bringing it to 
the attention of the student body. 
A ssistan t Vice President for 
Student Life Zach N eal said the 
idea to start a PR campaign came 
from years of h earing students 
express the need for more ways to 
communicate with administration. 
"Through the years we have 
said our doors are always open, 
and while that is true, not as many 
students take advantage of it like 
they could," Neal said . "So we 
thought, 'Is there a way for us to 
at least present ourselves in a way 
that is approachable?'There wasn't 
a moment that we said, 'Okay, we 
are going to start a PR campaign' 
- it was organic." 
According to Neal, sophomore 
Student Association (SA) repre-
sentative Monica Giles and the 
SA student life committee are the 
driving forces behind the "Dine 
with the Deans" idea. eal said 
the grassroots foundation came 
from a synergy between the 
Student Association (SA) and 
all the deans. 
"We're hoping that ("Dine 
with the D eans")can be a monthly 
thing where we do a drawing so 
students can go off campus and 
have real food instead of the caf," 
Giles said. "(The deans) wanted 
to get the picture out there that 
they're approachable and that 
they can be our friends as well as 
mentors. They are disciplinarians, 
but they're more than that." 
Giles said the purpose of the 
campaign is to show the student 
body that the deans are real people 
with distinct personalities. Ranan 
Hester, assistant dean of students, 
said she loves the PR campaign 
because she thinks being available 
to students is an important aspect 
of being a dean. 
BRITTNEY GARRINGER I THE BISON 
"Dine with the Deans" is an opportunity for students to enter a monthly drawing to join the deans 
for a meal. The deans have been looking for ways to reach out to students. 
"I think dean PR is great," 
Hester said. "It provides one more 
opportunity to meet and get to 
know some really great students 
on campus and hear different 
ways of looking at things. I hope 
students will embrace the genuine 
desire I personally have to hear 
their thoughts and concerns. I 
am always open to new ideas 
and welcome students to come 
by for a visit." 
According to Neal, "The Dean-
ery," as he affectionately calls their 
Student Life Office, has been 
brainstorming different ways to 
be active on campus, besides the 
"normal presence in the cafeteria 
at noon on Wednesdays." 
"In a more natural way we are 
trying to be a face on campus," 
eal said. "While walking on the 
sidewalk or in the student center 
or interacting with students at ex-
tracurricular events - supporting 
students any way that we can with 
the goal that communication will 
always be open. n 
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Women in draft possibility for future 
By Hannah Moore 
Beat Reporter 
In the case Rostker 
v. Goldberg of 1981, the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that since women were 
restricted from serving in 
combat roles, they should 
be excluded from the draft 
as well. This ruling upheld 
decisions made by Congress 
that assumed the draft was 
used mainly for combat 
positions. 
However, in 2013, former 
Secretary of Defense Leon 
Panetta announced that all 
combat positions would be 
opened to women by 2016. 
This was reaffirmed in 2015 
by current Secretary of 
Illustration by Rachel Gibson 
Sullins explores link 
between politics 
·and psychology 
Dr. Jeremiah Sullins and undergraduate 
research students team up to determine 
that people make judgements of candidates' 
appearances in under one-tenth of a second 
By Lexi Bybee 
Student Writer 
Dr. Jeremiah Sullins, 
assistant professor of be-
havioral sciences, and his 
research students released 
a study in the fall of 2015 
'to discover the human per-
ception of political figures . 
Sullins said the study began 
after he became interested 
in finding the intersection 
between cognitive psychol-
.ogy and politics . 
"When people walk into 
a voting booth we assume 
that they are making 
rational and logical deci-
sions," Sullins said. "But 
my research, and research 
coming out of psychology, 
show that it might not be 
the case." 
The research study has 
two overarching questions. 
The first bases judgment 
off of the candidate's ap-
pearance and the second 
bases judgment off of the 
candidate's linguistic style, 
according to Sullins. He 
said that after conducting 
experiments, it was proved 
that people do make snap 
judgments of the candidate's 
appearance in under one-
tenth of a second. 
Sullins said there is a 
discrepancy between top-tier 
candidates and lower-tier 
candidate s because of 
appearance. He said he 
believes that if people gave 
the lower-tier candidates the 
attention that the top-tier 
candidates are getting, the 
lower tier might have a 
chance of being viewed as 
more presidential. 
Junior psychology major 
Taylor McCoy said she 
has been observant of the 
political runners and the 
images they portray. 
"I think it's natural, in 
a sense, to make first judg-
ments based on appearance," 
McCoy said. "I think quite 
a few Americans will vote 
for Hillary Clinton because 
they want a female president. 
Hopefully people (who) do 
make these snap judgments 
based on appearance will 
be willing to change their 
perception after they hear 
what the candidates have 
to say, but I'm afraid first 
impressions are very stub-
born." 
"My hope is that we 
can get this informa-
tion out there when 
people are actually 
thinking about who 
to vote for." 
- Dr. Jeremiah Sullihs 
Assistant Professor of 
Behavioral Sciences 
Sullins said the second 
part of the study focused 
on the characteristics of 
the candidate's linguistics 
and speech text. According 
to the research, Donald 
Trump and Clinton have 
strikingly similar speech 
features. Sullins found that 
they both use narrative, 
simple sentence structure 
and phrase their speeches 
in a way that people of all 
ages can understand. Marco 
Rubio and Bernie Sanders 
are the exact opposite. They 
have little narrative, use 
complex phrases and are 
more difficult for people 
to understand. 
Sullins said he has six 
undergraduate student 
research assistants helping 
him with the study. Junior 
psychology major Nicole 
Morris is one of the research 
assistants involved. While 
data collection and entry 
are her usual undergradu-
ate tasks, she said she has 
been able to design parts of 
this study along with other 
research assistants. 
"It is very much like a 
mentor relationship with 
Dr. Sullins," Morris said. 
"Psychology graduate 
schools focus a lot on re-
search, so this experience 
will be very helpful for my 
future ." 
Sullins said he is hoping 
to get the information out 
to the public to help people 
better understand what 
they are looking for in a 
political figure . However, 
he said the research team 
still has final analyses to 
run and more to discover 
about the study. 
"My hope is that we 
can get this information 
out there when people are 
actually thinking about who 
to vote for," Sullins said. 
"I hope that they'll take 
a pause and really think 
about what they like about 
the person for more than 
just one-tenth of a second." 
Defense Ash Carter who 
announced that women 
could start applying for 
these roles starting on Jan. 
1, 2016. 
Earlier this month, the 
Army Chief of Staff Gen. 
Mark Milley and Marine 
Corps Commandant Gen. 
Robert Neller said that since 
women are no longer barred 
from serving in combat, 
they should be required to 
register for the draft. Many 
Republican presidential 
candidates have also spoken 
up about this topic after a 
recent GOP debate on Feb. 
6 in New Hampshire. 
Under the status quo, 
men aged 18-25 are required 
to register for conscription 
into the Selective Service, 
or the draft. Assistant 
professor of history Dr. 
Shawn Fisher said that the 
draft was used in the Civil 
War, both World Wars 
and the Vietnam War, but 
since 1973, the military has 
moved to an all-volunteer 
force and the current draft 
is reserved only for extreme 
circumstances. 
"Our Selective Service as 
we know it now is really an 
emergency standby force," 
Fisher said. "We won 't 
probably call the draft in 
the foreseeable future, so 
whatever our concern is, 
it's somewhat limited by the 
limited wars we've been in 
since then. No one imagines 
that we're going to go back 
to a large-scale, conventional 
war any time soon. This 
is probably a non-issue at 
this point." 
According to Fisher, even 
if the draft was needed in 
the case of an emergency, 
those drafted would be used 
in roles of combat. 
"A lot of our jobs in the 
military now are very tech-
nical," Fisher said. "They 
require many, many months 
of training. In some cases, 
they require two or three 
years of training. They are 
not the sort of jobs that you 
would draft people to do. 
If we have a draft, they're 
going to be mostly combat 
jobs that only require a few 
weeks of training. The draft 
is probably not functionally 
possible in the time that we 
would go to war, plan for 
a war and execute a war." 
Sophomore Suzanne 
Dawsey said that women 
should not be required to 
participate in the draft 
because it is not a woman's 
role to serve in combat. 
"Women are strong and 
powerful like men, yes, but 
they are strong in a separate 
way," Dawsey said. "The 
Bible stories of women speak 
of generosity and kindness 
and strength of the mind 
and beauty. God is aware 
that we cannot stay out of 
war, but he never encourages 
the women to participate. 
He urges the women to take 
care of the families and 
to use their strength and 
abilities at home and in the 
workplace, not in a war." 
According to senior Cana 
Moore, however, gender 
equality is important to 
consider within a military 
setting. 
"I think that realistical-
ly, as far as national policy 
is concerned, it is unfair 
to seek gender equality in 
other ways and leave out 
the draft," Moore said. "I 
think that since the draft 
is hypothetical in action, at 
least at this point, that it is 
reasonable to include wom-
en in the draft. Although 
many women would not be 
well-suited in battle, I think 
the same holds for many 
men, though their societal 
expectation is different." 
The implementation of 
women in the draft would 
require legislative approval 
by Congre ss, according 
to CNN. In an interview 
with CNN, Army Acting 
Secretary Patrick Murphy 
encouraged "the legislative 
body to look at" the issue. 
KALEB TURNER I The Bison 
The Center for Student Success lost funding for its TRiO Student Support 
Services program, a federally funded grant program that seeks to provide 
resources to first-generation college students from lower-income families. 
Stephanie O'Brian, director of academic resources, said their goals re-
main the same. 
Amid changes, Center 
for Student Success's goal 
to serve students remains 
By Michael DeSalvo 
Student Writer 
The Center for Student 
Success, which provides aca-
demic and personal support 
to students, experienced a 
transition beginning in the 
summer of 2015. Former 
administrative assistant 
Tiffany Byers was named 
director of multicultural 
services, which was added 
to assist minority students 
in achieving their academic 
and personal goals. 
Along with this addition, 
the TRiO Student Support 
Services program, a federally 
funded grant program that 
seeks to provide additional 
resources to first-generation 
college students from low-
er-income families, ceased at 
Harding after the university's 
grant application was not 
approved to continue the 
program. 
In 2015, assistant professor 
of education Dr. Kevin Kehl 
replaced Dr. Todd Patten as 
the new dean of the center 
when Patten returned to 
teach in the Professional 
Counseling program. 
Kehl said that although 
the exact reasons the TRiO 
program was not refunded are 
unknown, the government 
bases funding requirements 
on many considerations. 
"There's a regular cycle 
in which (the TRiO pro-
gram) must reapply for their 
funding," Kehl said. "It's just 
normal, and everyone must 
do it. Some (reasons we 
no longer receive funding) 
are related to government 
accountability, government 
funding and so many other 
things. It's difficult to know 
why exactly we didn't receive 
funding; it 's likely due to 
several factors based on 
the wider group of those 
applying for funding." 
Despite the loss of the 
TRiO program, students 
who received tutoring or 
other support from this 
program can still receive 
assistance from the center 
regardless of federal funding, 
according to Kehl. 
"Harding has always been 
about supporting students 
so that they can succeed 
academically, spiritually 
and physically," Kehl said. 
"That pre-dates any federal 
programs at Harding." 
According to Stephanie 
O'Brian, director of academic 
resources, many changes 
occurred in the center 
beginning in the summer. 
Despite these changes, she 
noted that the ultimate goal 
of the center is to serve 
students. 
"The goal of the center 
has been, simply stated, to 
bless the students," O'Brian 
said. "We are, in so many 
ways, our own community 
of mission within the center. 
We have always been that 
way and will continue to be 
that way." 
Senior biology major 
McKenzie Evans, a tutor in 
the center, said she believes 
the center remains a great 
resource for students. 
"I think I can speak for 
every tutor when I say that 
(O'Brian) made the whole 
process very easy for us," 
Evans said. "She works so 
hard and is a great boss. The 
majority of the center has 
remained the same. It's still 
a great resource for students 
to get tutoring or just to come 
and study." 
sarah dixon 
guest 
writer 
I t is Super Bowl Sunday afternoon and my stomach is fluttering with nervous 
excitement. As I sit with my roommate 
huddled around a laptop streaming CBS 
Sports, we clap and cheer, but not for the 
Broncos or that other team. And as much as I 
like Cold play and Bruno Mars, I cannot fully 
admit that I was cheering for them either. 
The fire flashes, the drumline marches 
to the side and there she is. I watched in 
amazement as Beyonce, adorned in Michael 
Jackson-esque attire and flanked by 30 dancen;, 
turns the football field into her stage. She 
struts down the field, dance-battles Bruno 
Mars and nearly brings me to tears singing 
with the rest of the trio as the crowd spells 
out "Believe in Love." I think it's safe to 
say Beyonce slayed. No, Mom - that's a 
compliment. 
After watching halftime a serond and third 
time, I turned to social media to document 
my thoughts on the performance. There 
Celebrating Bey 
were many people who, like me, were blown 
away and trying frantically to check their 
bank accounts in preparation for her world 
tour ticket sale, which was announced in a 
commercial following halftime. 
On the other hand, I encountered a 
lot of negative criticism for the entertainer. 
These critics were also upset by her "For-
mation" single and music video that she 
surprise-dropped a day before performing 
it at Super Bowl 50. 
Filmed in Los Angeles, the video 
contains themes like Hurricane Katrina, 
black culture, Creole life and police-related 
violence. One scene in particular, in which a 
young African-American boy is dancing in 
front of a line of police dressed in riot gear, 
received harsh backlash. In the scene, the 
camera pans past a wall that reads, "Stop 
Shooting Us." 
Many are angry with Beyonce for align-
ing herself with the "Black Lives Matter" 
movement, saying that even her backup 
dancers' costumes were a tribute to the 
Black Panthers. Apparently the National 
Sheriff's Association turned off the game 
during halftime to "boycott Beyonce." 
A faithful fan of the queen herself, I 
was not personally offended in the least 
by the video or the performance. I've been 
following Bey from the Destiny's Child days 
ONS 
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to "Dream Girls" to learning the "Single 
Ladies" dance to now trying to afford to see 
her next tour, and I can honestly admit that 
I only received a positive message. 
I feel Beyonce used "Formation" and her 
Super Bowl performance as platforms to 
celebrate female empowerment and black 
culture - an appropriate move with it 
being Black History Month. With police 
and security keeping her safe everywhere 
she goes, clearly Beyonce is not anti-police. 
However, like much of the American 
population including myself, she recognizes 
a definite problem with police brutality, 
particularly against African-Americans. In 
the video the police aren't showing violence, 
but rather raising their hands to the young 
boy dancing, a statement I believe is far 
from hateful. 
"I wanted people to feel proud and 
have love for themselves," Beyonce said in 
an interview with Entertainment Tonight 
on Feb. 7. 
That is what I believe this video is about: 
love and celebration of a culture that we 
normally try to avoid talking about. And I 
loved it. Yes, Bey, you slay. 
SARAH DIXON is a student 
writer for the Bison. She may be 
contacted at 
sdixon2@harding.edu. 
joshua johnsori; 
don't mind me ... 
The 10-dollar 
Founding Father 
"He got a lot farther by workin' a lot harder, by 
being a lot smarter, by being a self-starter by 
14 ... Well, the word got around - they said, 'This 
kid is insane, man! ... Get your education, don't forget 
from whence you came, and the world's gonna kndW . 
your name!"' ' 
What's your name, man? 
Lin-Manuel Miran - Er, I mean, Alexahde( 
Hamilton. 
So, did you catch the Grammys this week? Or evi=n 
glance at a magazine, any magazine at all, in the last 
six months? What I'm getting at is: have you heard 
about "Hamilton?"The Broadway sensation that will 
inevitably eat the Tony Awards for breakfast come June? 
If, for some reason, you haven't heard about "Ham-
ilton," you need to lift up your head, you ostrich. 
I have yet to read a bad review, or even hear a single 
negative word, about this show. As for me, my stal1-
dards are relatively high when it comes to new "qit" 
musicals. So when word reached my ears of a historic:aJ 
hip-hop gig at the Richard Rodgers Theatre written 
by and starring Lin-Manuel Miranda (who, grantJdj 
was a recipient of the MacArthur "Genius Grant" irt 
2015), I was skeptical to say the least. 
But I, like the critics in New York, cannot find a 
single negative thing to say about Miranda's braindiiid. 
Miranda wrote and starred in "In The Heights",ih 
the early 2000s, and the show ran on Broadway frdm 
2008-2011. Based on reviews from the likes of Playbillj 
the New York Sun and others, I should have anticipated 
a follow-up production in the same postmodern stfle 
that Miranda is apparently spearheading as his life's 
work. David Rooney from Variety said that "In The 
Heights" blends "hip-hop, rap, jazz, salsa and mere~e 
... (and) also nods reverently to the traditions of the 
show tune." 
"Go for a ride on 
the Harding jet. 
Do some loop-the-
loops." 
"Rent a four-person 
bike and then go for 
a ride with him, his 
cute little grandson, 
his wife and me." 
"Go down a slide on 
the playground and 
have him catch me 
at the bottom." 
"Play him in a mean 
game of 'Dance 
Dance Revolution."' 
It seems this was but a taste of what Miranda liad 
to offer. 
"Alexander Hamilton. My name is Alexander 
Hamilton. There's a million things I haven't done, l?ut 
just you wait.Just you wait." 
I can't help seeing Miranda himself as the protagonist 
in this show - Alexander Hamilton, the "10-dohat 
Founding Father without a father." A young man who, 
like his country- "young, scrappy and hungry" - ls 
not throwing away his shot. The musical has been 
described by the American Historical Association as 
a "desperate high school teacher's last-ditch effort to 
engage apathetic teens," albeit a "way to engage with 
history thoughtfully and creatively."The relationship 
between Hamilton and his rival Aaron Burr, as well 
as the marital infidelity that could have rocked the 
core of the Revolution, comes to life in a way that is 
not only memorable, but racially poignant. Miranda's 
storyline wholly disregards the fact that Hamilton, Btirr 
and company were not, in fact, people of color. Rather, 
he chooses to tell a broader story, that is, the ongoing 
fight to end racism, by emphasizing the Union of ai1 
races in the battle for America's freedom. 
A message to Apple customers 
will means 
guest 
writer 
"The United States government has 
demanded that Apple take an 
unprecedented step which threatens the 
security of our customers. We oppose this 
order, which has implications far beyond 
the legal case at hand. 
This moment calls for public discussion, 
and we want our customers and people 
around the country to understand what 
is at stake." 
-Tim Cook, Apple CEO 
The tragedy in San Bernardino, California, 
on Dec. 2, oflast year shocked many Amer-
icans. This event quickly became labeled as 
an "act of terror," receiving national attention. 
Subsequent investigation has handled the 
event as a domestic attack. Consequently, 
the shooter's property and belongings have 
understandably been searched, including 
his iPhone 5c. 
On Tuesday, Feb. 16, Apple CEO Tim 
Cook posted an open letter online explaining 
Apple's cooperation and current involvement 
with the FBI investigation. Cook states that 
Apple has been complying with all subpoe-
nas and search warrants they are capable of 
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servicing. Apple has even provided some 
of their own engineers to work exclusively 
with the FBI to advise them about the 
information they are capable of uncovering. 
Apparently this compliance was not 
enough. The FBI has demanded a new iOS 
version written specifically for the shooter's 
phone with certain security features disabled. 
This is essentially an iOS update with a 
backdoor built in. It does not provide a key 
or any way to bypass the system's encryp-
tion, but would disable the delay between 
incorrect attempts. This would allow the 
FBI to guess as many codes as they can 
without the "iPhone is disabled" screen 
slowing them down. No known backdoor 
for iPhone exists at the moment, but this 
would come close enough. 
Cook says the U.S. government has 
requested "something we consider too 
dangerous to create." He warns that a 
backdoor will not be a one-time solution 
used to investigate the San Bernardino case. 
Creating a single backdoor will immediately 
weaken iPhones across the world. 
Instead of asking for legislation, the 
FBI is applying the All Writs Act ofl 789 
to order this move. The letter warns that 
compliance with this demand will allow the 
FBI unhindered authority to demand any 
sort of software be built into any phone. 
This would give the U.S. government the 
ability to track encrypted iMessages (which 
is not as easy as text-snooping), health 
records, financial information and even 
use an iPhone's camera and microphone 
without the knowledge or consent of the 
phone's owner. 
Cook closes firmly by saying that Apple 
opposes the order with "the deepest respect 
for American democracy and a love for our 
country" and that they consider the request 
to be "an overreach by the U.S. Government." 
Cook says that he believes the FBI has 
good intentions but "this demand would 
undermine the very freedoms and liberty 
our government is meant to protect." 
The question Cook asks is not whether 
the shooter retains a right to privacy but 
whether citizens deserve to have their right 
to privacy universally revoked in the name 
of safety. Cook recognizes that if the soft-
ware is created, a precedent will have been 
set that allows the government full access 
to contents of any smartphone (and any 
computer) without respect for the violated 
consent of the citizens. There is no guarantee 
that the exploit will not fall into the wrong 
hands. I believe Apple is making the correct 
decision to fight for their customer's right 
to privacy and security. This is an issue 
that will define how we and our children 
will use technology for years to come and 
should not be taken or permitted lightly. 
This request by the FBI is just one step on 
a very slippery slope whose bottom goes 
below a blatant violation of the privacy and 
security of technology users everywhere. 
WILL MEANS is a guest writer 
for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
wmeans@harding.edu. 
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Needless to say, Miranda took a chance on this one. 
People of color are cast in all the major roles, except 
ironically for the role of King George III, played by 
Jonathan Groff (who voices Kristoff in "Frozen"). 
It was an idea packaged with the explosive dynami~ 
of controversy, but it never actually exploded, except 
in the box office (tickets are sold out through summer 
2016 ). Miranda put his neck, and his life's work, on the 
line. He took a shot to tell a story I think we all need 
to hear, and I don't just mean the story of Alexander 
Hamilton. 
Oh Lin-Manuel . .. "When America sings for ynu,, 
will they know what you overcame? Will they know 
that you rewrote the game? The world will never be 
the same." 
Just you wait. Just you wait. 
JOSHUA JOHNSON is the opinions editor 
for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
jjohnson4@harding.edu. 
Twitter: @joshjohnson 146 
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hailey to 
the chief 
Linington 
Day 
I'm not sure if you are aware or 
not , but this past week we celebrat-
ed Presidents Day. For the modern 
American, this means not much more 
than a three-day weekend and a good 
price on a 2016 mattress. Back in 
1970, America celebrateed President 
George Washingtons' birthday on his 
actual birthday, February 22. The next 
year, however, the Uniform Monday 
Holiday Act switched the day of 
celebration to the third Monday in 
February- for no reason other than 
to have another three-day weekend 
for the nation's workers. 
I guess to help reinforce the 
three-day weekend, the government 
recognized that President Lincoln's 
birthday, which falls on February 12, 
could also be celebrated on that same 
day. What in the world would they call 
it though? Washcoln Day? Linington 
Day? Presidents Day. Of course. That 
has enough merit to offer some sweet 
holiday sales on plastic Tupperware. 
I'm not bitter, really. I just think 
that stuffing two of the greatest men 
to ever run this country into one day of 
celebration does them a huge injustice. 
How in the world am I supposed to 
observe both lives and take $1,000 
off of a 2016 Chevy Camaro in only 
24 hours? Not to mention the poorly 
chosen holiday title. George Washington 
didn't want to lead the country i.e. he 
didn't want to be president. You know 
this. W e all know this. Remember 
Mrs. Foland telling us in freshman 
history in high school? If you don't 
believe h er, here is an excerpt from 
the big man's diary: 
"About ten o'clock, I bade adieu 
to Mount Vernon, to private life, and 
to domestic felicity and, with a mind 
oppressed with more anxious and 
painful sensations than I have words 
to express, set out for New York ... with 
the best dispositions to render service 
to my country in obedience to its call, 
but with less hope of answering its 
expectations." 
George Washington suited up and 
led a country because he was the only 
person who could have done it. But that's 
okay - let's commemorate the one 
thing he wasn't keen on as his holiday. 
What about "Mount Vernon Day?" 
Maybe "Martha Washington Day?" 
"Get The H eck OffMy Property Day?" 
There are several things Washington 
was a fan of that we could celebrate 
other than his reluctant employment. 
Don't even get me started on Abe 
Lincoln. In order to fully understand 
the gravity of who this man was, I 
suggest watching a back- to - back 
movie marathon of Daniel Day-Lewis 
in "Lincoln" followed by the more 
historically accurate film, "Abraham 
Lincoln: Vampire Hunter." 
Not only was Lincoln a successful 
lawyer, but h e had every positive 
attribute a leader could have. From a 
great beard to an even greater verti-
cal, Lincoln was the man for the big 
chair. H e cared about human rights 
and protected those he loved from 
that &UY who bit his mom to death. 
Ali of these great achievements 
and what does he get in return? A 
No. 2 seat next to reluctant George. 
N o "Vampire Day?" No "Log Cabin 
Lawyer Day?" I think if we re-evaluated 
ourselves and set our priorities right, 
we could all agree that these two great 
men deserve two great days. We as the 
American people have a duty to two 
days of observation. And sales. Lots 
and lots of sales. 
ZACH HAILEY is the 
editor-in-c hief for the Bison. 
He may be contac ted at 
zhailey@harding.edu. 
Twitter: @zach_hailey 
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abby kilgore 
guest 
writer 
Pattie Cobb is one of the best places to live on campus. I am talking location, location, 
location. I can, and do, step out of my dorm 
at 8:58 a.m. for chapel. The dorm mom is 
awesome, and the laid-back atmosphere is 
amazing. However, like all good things, it 
has some downsides. I am willing to accept 
the old toilet, small shower and outdated sink 
area - but I cannot accept the placement, 
number or price of the electrical outlets. 
My roommates and I live in a three-person 
room. When we moved in last semester, we 
were appalled at the placement of the electri-
cal outlets. One is near the closet and one is 
behind the beds. Pure agony ensued. Rarely 
do I need an outlet near my closet. Even more 
rarely do I need an outlet behind my bed. 
Another problem with the electrical outlets 
in Pattie Cobb is the sheer number, or lack 
thereof. A total of three outlets grace our 
room. Yes, that number is correct. There are 
three outlets for three women - in other 
words, "Mission Impossible." Ladies around 
America understand my pain. KitchenAid 
appliances and Christmas lights that must 
be hung cannot survive with three outlets. 
The physical and psychological price of 
three outlets is challenging. It is physically 
challenging because it forces you to crawl in 
spaces no person should crawl. You step on 
things your mother told you never to step on. 
You jump on things no sane human would 
jump on. This game is not just physical - it 
is mental. You mentally prepare yourself for 
the cost of three surge protectors and one 
extra-long extension cord. You strategize 
about which appliances are worthy of the 
outlets and which items are expendable. The 
price of the outlets is a double-edged sword. 
Despite these issues, I am optimistic. Hope 
is on the horizon. Pattie Cobb has always 
been a great dorm full of people who care 
and listen to your troubles, but renovation 
needs to happen. Only having three electrical 
outlets in a women's dorm room is not practi-
cal. I am not the only one who feels this way. 
Many of my friends in Pattie Cobb express 
similar stories of dismay regarding the outlet 
situation. More outlets need to be installed 
and in better areas. I am not suggesting a 
total makeover for Pattie Cobb. I just want 
one small touch-up. 
We can work on my toilet from 1988 later. 
ABBY KILGORE is a student writer 
for the Bison. 
She may be contacted at 
akilgore@harding.edu. 
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H ave I ever told you that I once had aspi-rations to be an artist? You see, at the age 
of 5, I demonstrated a precocious talent for 
drawing. I know that because four rare pieces 
of my work from that era survive courtesy of 
my mother, who had the foresight to frame 
them. While other parents were content to 
display their children's finger paintings with 
refrigerator magnets, my mother preserved 
my ballpoint-pen masterpieces behind glass, 
with mats and everything. 
This evening I looked at the piece de 
resistance, now proudly displayed in a pile 
under my bed. It's literally a tour de Force, 
as it is a sketch of the Star Wars cast circa 
1977. Darth Vader is there, standing next to 
aJawa and rather buck-toothed Sand Person. 
R2-D2 is in front, awkwardly proportioned 
compared to the rest of the cast. C -3PO, 
distinguishable mostly by the concentric 
circles drawn on his stomach, appears to be 
standing on top of the Sand Person, as I had 
not yet mastered depth perception. 
As it turns out, I have kept other examples 
of this natural talent. I'm leafing through an 
item now which, were it to appear someday 
in a Sotheby's Auction catalogue, might be 
described this way: "Lot 14: Portfolio, magic 
marker on paper, 26 pages measuring 10" x 
12', featuring detailed sketches of the Letter 
People, clearly fiom the artist 's 'alphabet period' 
circa 1978." As it would be presumptuous to 
predict the sale estimate, I will leave that to 
the experts at Sotheby's, unless, of course, I 
decide to will the portfolio directly to the 
Guggenheim. 
I should explain about the Letter People. 
They were puppet characters on a low-bud-
get TV show during my childhood. Each 
character embodied a word starting with a 
letter of the alphabet. Mr. D was covered in 
"delicious donuts," Mr. M had a "munching 
mouth," Mr. B had "beautiful buttons," and 
Mr.Thad "tall teeth" (only later would he also 
sport a mohawk and gold chains). I watched 
this show all the time. 
When I was in the first grade, our classroom 
Suffering for art 
michael 
c laxton 
was right next to the kindergarten room. And 
even though I had pretty much learned my 
ABCs, that room contained a complete set 
ofinRatable Letter People dolls. I made every 
excuse I could think of to sneak in there and 
look at them. And since there was no hope of 
getting a set for the first grade, I created this 
sketchbook so that I could see them anytime 
I wanted. Which I still do about once a week. 
I also have a pen-and-ink drawing from 
7th grade art class that features a rather ma-
jestic owl in the gloved hands of its trainer. 
Miss Lade, the art teacher, gave it an A . I 
know this because she wrote the grade in 
pencil directly onto the sketch. That practice 
is generally frowned upon by conservators in 
the art world, but in my case it gives insight 
into the artwork's original reception. 
Incidentally, Miss Lade was a brilliant 
artist but did not seem to be a happy woman. 
She almost never smiled. Years of trying to 
teach art to obnoxious 12-year-olds had no 
doubt killed her spirit. It didn't help that in 
1984 - the year I was in her class - Kool 
& the Gang came out with a song called 
"Misled," which sounded just like her name 
and had the unfortunate line, "She's as heavy 
as a Chevy." It was eventually banned from 
the art classroom. 
Miss Lade always spoke with a thundering 
voice. I remember once when she yelled at 
one of my friends for mispronouncing the 
color "orange." I can still hear her shouting: 
"There's no such thing as urnget!" I wasn't 
much better as an art student. She wrote in 
my yearbook, "To a nice young man, who can 
really drive you nuts."I get the same comment 
on my course evaluations to this day, minus 
the word "young." 
One day we were drawing in class. An-
other of my friends started his sketch, then 
took it to Miss Lacie's desk for critique. She 
rolled her eyes and yelled, "No, no, no." And 
she erased half of what he had drawn and 
re-drew it herself. Then she sent him back 
to the desk to continue working. Instead, 
he sat quietly for 15 minutes doing nothing, 
hunched over but only pretending to draw. 
After that he went back to Miss Ladc's desk 
to show her his "progress," which was nothing 
more than what she herself had done. At that 
point everyone at my table took great delight 
in hearing her yell, "No, no, no," and begin 
furiously erasing her own work. 
I think of this sometimes when I'm grading 
essays and end up crossing out words which I 
myselfhad suggested on an earlier draft. There's 
a good chance Miss Lade put a curse on me. 
I had great hopes to further my art career 
in high school, but fate dealt me a cruel blow. 
In the semester that I took art as an elective, 
the teacher got sick, and a lady from the 
home economics department filled in. She 
was very kind, but art was simply not her 
expertise. So with no professional guidance, 
my talent withered on the vine. Even worse, 
I was stuck at a table with a goth kid whose 
only purpose in life was going to see "The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show" every single 
weekend and throwing hot dogs and toilet 
paper at the screen. He told me about this in 
detail every single Monday. I have disliked 
Mondays ever since. 
Eventually I gave up my artistic pretentions 
and became an English teacher. Even when 
the Grown-Up Coloring Book craze swept the 
country last year, I held back. After all, when 
you peak at age 5, it's all downhill from there. 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest writer 
for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
mclaxto l @harding.edu. 
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Says 
The top 10 
dunkers ever 
In light of the dunk 
contest last weekend, here 
are my top 10 clunkers of 
all time. 
10.Jason Richardson -
He threw down regularly 
via alley-oops from Baron 
Davis. He's best known for his 
between- the-legs hammers 
that won him the 2002 and 
2003 dunk contests. 
9. Spud Webb - He has 
the most fitting nickname 
of any dunker on the list. 
Watching videos of this 
5-foot-7-inch guard throw 
dunks down in the 1980s 
is a little like watching a 
character someone created 
on NBA 2Kl6. 
8. Zach La Vine - He's 
won two dunk contests in 
a row - something only 
three players had ever done 
before him. He's a freak 
athletically, but he needs 
to do it consistently in real 
games. 
7. Darryl Dawkins -
The dude's nickname was 
"Chocolate Thunder," and he 
broke backboards regularly 
in the 1970s. YouTube him. 
6. Shawn Kemp - "The 
Rain man" made a career in 
the 1990s out of throwing 
down on people. He's best 
known for dunking on Alton 
Lister, squatting in front of 
him and pointing his fingers 
straight at him for three full 
seconds (a definite technical 
in today's NBA, sadly). 
5. Kobe Bryant- Sure, 
Kobe is old and terrible now, 
but never forget that there 
was a time when Kobe would 
put anyone in the league on 
a poster. Before there was the 
"Black Mamba," there was 
"dunks-on-everyone" Kobe. 
4. Dominique Wilkins -
He's known simply as "The 
Human Highlight Reel," and 
I doubt there's much more 
I can do to explain him to 
you outside of what the 
nickname suggests. He put 
down contest-worthy dunks 
in real games all the time. 
3. Julius Erving - Dr. 
J is the godfather of the 
modern NBA, and any 
dunking list without him 
and his immaculate 1970s 
afro is certified garbage. Also, 
he's on the original cover of 
NBA Street, so there. 
2. Michael Jordan - It 
feels blasphemous to not have 
MJ in the top slot on any 
ranking that has to do with 
basketball, but I'm doing it. 
The nickname "His Airness" 
speaks for itself, as does his 
incredible highlight reel of 
both contest and in-game 
tomahawks. 
1. Vince Carter - God 
put Vince Carter on this 
earth to dunk basketballs in 
ludicrous fashion. He has the 
best in-game dunk of all-
time Qumping completely 
over a 7-foot French guy in 
the 2000 Olympics) and also 
one of the best contest dunks 
ever (that windmill thing in 
2000 where he makes the 
rim look like a Nerf hoop) . 
If you could synthesize the 
perfect dunker with a test 
tube in a lab, it would be 
Vince Carter. 
DAVID SALLEY is the sports 
editor for the Bison. He 
may be contacted at 
dsalley@harding.edu. 
Twitter: @dsalley24 
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Men's basketball beats Arkansas Tech 
Bisons rely on balanced scoring, three pointers to stay in GAC race 
By David Salley 
Sports Editor 
The men's basketball team 
battled past Arkansas Tech 
University (ATU) for the sec-
ond time this year, 79-76 on 
Monday, Feb. 15, to stay in the 
hunt for the Great American 
Conference (GAC) title head-
ing into the final stretch of the 
regular season. 
The Bisons used a combina-
tion of balanced scoring, timely 
hustle plays and three-pointers 
to hold off the Wonder Boys 
and sweep the season series 
against their rival. Head coach 
Jeff Morgan said the team's 
multiple scoring threats are a 
byproduct of its unselfish play. 
"We just play good team 
bas ketball , and I think that's 
what we've always tried to do," 
Morgan said. "These guys do 
a great job of sharing the bas-
ketball and do a great job of 
working together to produce 
great shots. They understand 
what each other does best. They 
understand how to put guys in 
a place to be successful, and it's 
fun to watch and fun to be a 
part of." 
After jumping out to an 
early 20-6 lead, the Bisons got 
into foul trouble and fo und 
themselves down 35-33 at the 
halftime break after a 17-5 ATU 
run in the final seven minutes 
of the half. Hot shooting from 
senior guard Blake McNair, 
who hit three of the Bisons' 11 
three-pointers in the first four 
minutes of the half, ignited the 
Harding offense to start the 
second period. They raced out 
to a lead they would not relin-
quish again as they withstood 
another late Wonder Boys run. 
Senior guard Jacob Gibson 
and junior guard Will Francis 
both chipped in 18 points apiece 
for the Bisons, while McNair 
and sophomore guard Reggie 
Anthony combined for another 
25. Anthony, whose driving layup 
in the game's waning seconds 
helped seal the win, said that his 
offensive mindset has changed 
immensely from his freshman 
year to now. 
"I put a lot of work in this 
summer knowing that my role 
would grow and knowing teams 
would key off of me with the 
great players I have around 
me," Anthony said . "But my 
greatest improvement since last 
year has been my confidence 
and aggressiveness more than 
a certain skill. Having both 
coaches and players that have a 
lot of confidence in me to make 
plays does wonders." 
The Bisons find themselves 
a game behind first-place E ast 
Central University and Ouachita 
Baptist University in the GAC 
standings with four games left 
to play in the regular season - a 
place few thought they would 
be after the loss of senior pre-
season All-American forward 
Andras Kavas in D ecember. But 
Morgan said the leadership on 
the team never wavered and 
although outsiders may have 
doubted them, their goals did 
not change. 
"From the very beginning 
of the year when A .K. (Kavas) 
went down, everyone was kind of 
down and sad for him - and I 
was disappointed for our seniors, 
because they worked together to 
get to this year and were really 
expecting big things - but none 
of that ever changed," Morgan 
said. "For a lot of people, yeah, 
it changed. I think outside our 
locker room a lot of people's 
thoughts changed, but inside 
our locker room we had such 
great leadership that none of 
the expectations changed." 
With three of their final four 
games here in Searcy, Arkansas, 
Anthony said that the Bisons 
will look to ride the Rhodes 
R owdies t o the GAC title 
they have been chasing since 
November. 
"It's always great knowing 
you have the best fans in the 
nation in your corner," Anthony 
said. "We feed off them just as 
much as they feed off of us." 
The Bisons play tomorrow, 
Feb. 20, at Henderson State 
University in Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, at 3 p.m. Results 
from the Feb. 18 game against 
Southern Arkansas University 
were unavailable as of press time. 
BRITTNEY GARRINGER I THE BISON 
Senior guard Jacob Gibson and sophomore guard Reggie Anthony fight for a loose ball with Arkansas Tech University players 
during the Bisons' 79-76 win on Monday, Feb. 15. Gibson scored 15 points and Anthony scored 13 to help lead the Bisons to the win. 
Bisons' bats come alive in sweep of OPSU 
Baseball outscores Oklahoma Panhandle State University 25-1 in three games 
By Caleb Rowan head coach Patrick McGaha did isn't the end of the world." time to get there," McGaha said. 
Asst. Sports Editor said. "They weren't the caliber Senior outfielder Zac Stewart, The Bisons improved to 4-5 
The Bisons baseball team of opponent we had played the who had six hits in the series, on the season with the sweep and 
scored 25 runs and allowed previous two weekends, but it said that even though the team will now look forward to their 
only nine hits in a sweep of was good to be able to put some has experienced some adversity, first Great American Conference 
Oklahoma P anhandle State runs up and see the guys swing the OPSU series reminded the series this weekend. 
University (OPSU) on Feb. 12 the bat a little better." team that they have time to According to McGaha, 
and 13. The Bisons scored in the The team lost five of its first improve. capitalizing on opportunities 
first inning of all three games six games coming into the series, "We didn't get off to the start is the key to getting an early 
and never looked back in 10-0, including being swept by Delta we would've wanted to the first conference series win. 
5 -0 and 10-1 victories. State University the previous couple of weekends, so it was "We've left some runs on the 
Redshirt senior pitchers An- weekend. The Bisons' opening good to get some wins," Stewart table at times, so when we have 
drew Fiddler and Hunter Payne day opponent, St. Edward's said. "We know it was part of the chance to score and add to 
each pitched complete-game University, was ranked 11th the process and all we want to the lead we need to do that," 
shutouts on the opening day of nationally at the time of the work on is the process. " McGaha said. "If we can keep 
the series, while senior pitcher game. According to Stewart, "the doing that with the starting 
Andrew Ralston and sophomore "(The players) understand we process" is an idea that has been pitching that we've been getting 
pitcher Reed Roberts combined played two quality opponents who instilled in the team by McGaha then we're going to have a good 
to give up just two hits in the are going to be in the postseason as a reminder to take each game chance to win the series for sure." 
final game. and that's really going to help us one step at a time. The Bisons play He~derson 
"We really pitched (the se- going forward," McGaha said . "We play a 50-game schedule State University in a three-game 
ries) well - I think we had 30 "They've been through it- they so we (have to) see the end goal series Friday, Feb. 19, at 2 p.m. 
strikeouts and only one walk," know star ting off the way we and understand that it takes at Jerry Moore Field. 
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Lady Bisons upset Golden Suns in double overtime 
Led by Layrock's 24 points, Harding beats 15th-ranked Arkansas Tech University 
By Lauren Hargett 
Student Writer 
T he women's basketball team se-
cured its first double overtime win in 
program history on Monday, Feb. 15, 
by defeating 15th-ranked Arkansas 
Tech University (ATU) 82-79 in the 
Rhodes-Reaves Field House. The 
victory came after the Lady Bisons 
had split two road games in the pre-
vious week, defeating the University 
of Arkanasas at Monticello 71 -55 
on T hursday, Feb. 11, and losing to 
Ouachita Baptist University 87-83 
on Saturday, Feb. 13. 
After losing to ATU 80-52 earlier 
this season, the Lady Bisons held the 
Golden Suns to 41 percent shooting 
in the first half and 39 percent in the 
second half. 
According to sophomore forward 
Sydney Layrock, the team was intimi-
dated going into its first matchup with 
ATU but felt more confident playing 
them at home. 
"(Monday night's game) was dif-
ferent because we knew what we were 
walking into," Layrock said. "We knew 
that we could hang with them if we 
just shot the ball well and did what 
we knew we could do." 
in double digits in Monday's game. 
The Lady Bisons are ranked second 
in the Great American Conference 
standings with a record of 13-5. 
H aney said that early foul trouble 
for ATU was a big key in the victory. 
ATU had four out of five starters foul 
out during the game. The Lady Bisons 
committed 17 fouls in the game, while 
ATU committed 33 . 
"We just concentrated more on 
defense this time, which go t them 
out of their rhythm and helped us do 
our own thing on the offensive end," 
Haney said. "It was a big win in order 
to show us as a team how good we 
can be if we play together and have 
confidence in each other." 
According to head coach Tim Kirby, 
the plays that helped the Lady Bisons 
win were the ones that got them to the 
free-throw line. The Lady Bisons shot 
64 percent from the free-throw line. 
"It was a very physical game, and 
I thought we handled that challenge 
pretty well," Kirby said. "To be able 
to do that for 50 minutes and still be 
playing hard at the end, I was pretty 
pleased with our effort." 
T his was Layrock's third consecutive 
game to lead the team in scoring with 
24 points and 10 rebounds, while junior 
guard Andi Haney had 18 points and 
five assists. Five Lady Bisons scored 
The Lady Bisons will tip-off against 
Henderson State University at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, Feb. 20, in Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas. Results from the Thursday, 
Feb. 19 game against Southern Ar-
kansas University were unavailable 
as of press time. 
BRITTNEY GARRINGER I THE BISON 
Sophomore forward Sydney Layrock scores two of her 24 points during the 
Lady Bisons' 82-79 win over Arkansas Tech University on Monday, Feb. 15. 
Softball goes 4-0 at 8-State Classic in BentonVille 
Kimmy Hendricks named GAC player of the week after two grand slams in a single day 
By David Salley 
Sports Editor 
t;;y Savanna DiStefano 
Features Editor 
The women's softball team swept 
the field at the University of Arkan-
sas-Monticello 8- State Classic on 
Feb. 12- 13 in Bentonville, Arkansas, 
defeating the University of Minne-
sota-Duluth and the University of 
Central Missouri on Friday and fol-
lowed that up on Saturday with wins 
over Northeastern State University 
and Truman State University. 
Junior catcher Kimmy Hendricks, 
who had a grand slam in both games 
on Friday, was named Great American 
Conference player of the week for Feb. 
6- 13. Senior infielder Kinsey Beck, 
who h ad five hits on the weekend, 
said that while the wins were an en-
c;ouraging sign of what is to come, the 
team cannot get complacent. 
"Hopefully we take (the wins) as 
confidence - however, we can't let 
that get in our head," Beck said. "We're 
good because we work hard every sin-
gle day at practice, and we're focused 
because we have team chemistry and 
energy in the dugout and on the field." 
The Lady Bisons exploded out of 
the gates in the first game against 
Minnesota-Duluth, scoring four runs 
in the top of the first inning on their 
way to a 15-4 win. Junior outfielder 
Mackenzie Jones, along with Hendricks, 
led the charge with five RBis apiece. 
The second game of the day featured 
more offense for the Lady Bisons, as 
they broke open a 2-0 game with a 
six-run fourth inning, highlighted by 
Hendricks' second grand slam in one 
day, on their way to an 8-2 victory over 
the University of Central Missouri. 
After cruising past their first two 
opponents on Friday, the Lady Bisons 
found themselves in tighter contests on 
Saturday. The first game, a rematch of 
the season opener against Northeastern 
State, was a back-and-forth affair, but 
Jones' three RBis were enough to carry 
Harding to a 4-3 win, avenging the 
5-4 loss they suffered at the hands of 
Northeastern State on Jan. 30. Game 
two saw Truman State University jump 
out to a 2-1 lead after the first inning, 
but the Lady Bisons put up five runs 
in the bottom of the fourth on five 
hits and two errors, paving the way 
to a 7-2 victory and a sweep of the 
weekend in Bentonville. Head coach 
Phil Berry said that recovering from 
the defeats of the previous weekend 
was huge for his club. 
"When you're playing multiple days 
you have to take each game one at a 
time and each pitch one at a time," 
Berry said. "Bouncing back from a 
weekend that we weren't happy with, 
the weekend before, and getting those 
two wins on Friday and producing so 
well against quality opponents, it helps 
lift everyone's confidence a little bit ... 
so they were able to go back Saturday 
and get two more wins." 
Beck said the L ady Bisons have 
always had skill, but what sets this 
year's team apart is the bond they 
have built together. 
"We've always had the talent, but 
I think it's the chemistry that really 
counts," Beck said. "It 's been awesome 
so far and I think its just going to get 
better." 
The Lady Bisons will look to con-
tinue their winning ways in a double-
header this afternoon, Feb. 19, against 
Henderson State University at 3 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, 
and will play a second doubleheader 
on Feb. 20 at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. also 
in Arkadelphia. 
Brittany Smyser Harrison Hunter Carlos Crisostomo Mackenzie Jones Antoine Burrell 
Tennis Baseball Tennis Softball Tennis 
Our Athletes' Views 
on Pop Culture 
j 
1m1es)t i o~m:s . ' ( 
' I What is your Ideal Spring Snow skiing or Drinking a Snickers Enjoy the summer in Going to the beach. Going to the beach. ! Break? Harry Potter World. milkshake on a beach Chile for a couple days. 
I 
somewhere. 
Best Grammys performance: I might not sound 
t . really manly but Justin Bieber and 
' Taylor Swift, Justin Bieber, Taylor Swift. Tori Kelly. Justin Bieber Adele. Kendrick. 
Kendrick Lamar or Adele? by far. 
What is your biggest fear? Scorpions and Letting someone The deans. Spiders. To lose my parents. needles. down. 
Starbucks or Midnight 011? Starbucks. Dunkin' Donuts. Starbucks. Midnight Oil. Starbucks. 
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Former student undergoes brain surgeries~ 
By Savanna DiStefano 
Features Editor 
Maegan White lay nauseated in 
the hospital bed of the intensive 
care unit (ICU). She was thin, sore 
and connected to IV fluids and a 
machine that monitored her heart 
rate, blood pressure and respiration 
rate. A nurse entered her room 
and asked the 23-year-old patient 
to squeeze her hand, flex her toes 
and answer questions about her 
name and date to monitor her 
neurological func tioning after 
her third brain surgery. 
M aegan White was diagnosed 
with mononucleosis {mono) and 
pertussis (whooping cough) during 
her last two years of high school, 
and she grew more ill through her 
first two years at Harding University. 
She acquired stomach pains that 
suppressed her appetite, and she 
lacked the energy necessary for 
school. In 2012, M aegan W hite 
returned to her home in Hunts-
ville, Alabama, and began visiting 
various doctors for answers. 
According to M aegan White's 
brother, senior Austin White, she 
was undiagnosed and misdiagnosed 
for approximately two years be-
fore doctors theorized she had a 
neurological disorder that caused 
her autonomic nervous system to 
work improperly. Maegan W hite 
experienced constant headaches, 
impaired vision, lack of balance 
and severe stomach pain whenever 
she ate. 
"Nobody really understands the 
progression or what caused it or 
why it progressed the way it did," 
Austin White said. "I can't make 
her feel better ... She's my sister, 
my best friend; what affects her, 
affects me." 
An ophthalmologist ordered 
an MRI test, which revealed a 
Chiari malformation (CM), a 
structural defect in the brain 
that affects approximately one 
in every 1,000 births, according 
to the American Association of 
Neurological Surgeons. Lauribeth 
White, M aegan W hite's mother, 
learned of a boy who had been 
healed from the same condition 
after surgery from a medical mystery 
TV special on NBC. The family 
contacted the boy's surgeon at the 
Chiari Institute in Long Island, 
New York. 
M aegan White had her first 
brain surgery on Sept. 2, 2015, to 
correct the CM . A piece of bone 
that pushed into her cerebellum 
was removed, and the fi rst two 
vertebrae of her spine were fused to 
relieve pressure on the brainstem 
and spinal cord. It was the third 
attempt to have the operation due 
to complications before the firs t 
two scheduled. 
Senior Jenna M ontgomery 
flew to New York to support the 
family during the brain surgery. 
M ontgomery said she is a friend 
of Austin White and met M aegan 
White for the first time when she 
arrived in New York. 
"We were relieved that it was 
happening, but we were also terri-
fied,"Montgomery said. "M eeting 
her made the surgery hard for me, 
too, in a way." 
M ontgomery said she se nt 
Maegan White notes and gifts 
with women's social club Zeta 
Rho, of which Maegan W hite 
and twin sister alumna Morgan 
W hite were members, and felt she 
came to know her first through 
letters and prayer. 
"She is one of the most uplifting 
people I have ever met in my life, 
despite her circumstances, and 
even when I was standing in the 
doorframe talking to her, she was 
asking me questions,"Montgomery 
said. "She doesn't like the attention 
being on her - she wants to focus 
on other people." 
Maegan White received a 
second surgery on Sept. 13, 2015, 
after a cerebral spinal fluid (CSF) 
leak was discovered. According to 
Lauribeth W hite, M aegan W hite 
was regaining her vision and bal-
ance, and her blood pressure was 
normalizing after the operation. 
Several weeks after the second 
surgery, M aegan White woke up 
with a headache resulting from 
anoth er CSF leak. H er third 
surgery took place on Jan. 8. 
"Tomorrow will be my third 
brain surgery, the third time I hug 
my precious family goodbye, am 
wheeled away to the operating 
room and get to trust Jesus in a 
way that I never knew before," 
M aegan White wrote in a Facebook 
post on Jan. 7. "It honestly makes 
me nauseous to think about what 
I'm walking back into, but I have 
hope, hope that whatever God's 
plan may be (even a plan that is 
drastically different than mine), 
from an eternal perspective, it will 
always be immeasurably more than 
all I ask fo r or imagine." 
M aegan White returned home 
within a week of her third surgery 
but began experiencing severe 
spinal headaches approximately 
two weeks later. According to 
Lauribeth White, M aegan W hite's 
symptoms have not subsided since 
her previous surgery and a fourth 
surgery is scheduled for Feb. 26. 
"I tell people I would never 
wish this on anybody because it 's 
very hard because you just feel 
so helpless," Lauribeth White 
said. "As a mom, you want to fix 
things (like when they are little 
and scrape their knee), this is not 
that way ... but it's been a blessing 
that I've seen Maegan's faith, how 
strong she is, how much she relies 
on Jesus." 
Sophomore Ellen Horton be-
came close friends with Maegan 
W hite when she attended the same 
church in Alabama. Horton began 
raising money to buy an iPad, in 
conjunction with women's social 
club Zeta Rho and her home 
Maegan White, a former Harding student, is surrounded by 
mother Lauribeth White, sister alumna Morgan White, brother 
senior Austin White and father Todd White after her third brain 
surgery. Maegan White will undergo a fourth surgery Feb. ~. 
church , fo r M aegan White to 
use while she traveled to doctor 
visits. According to H orton, people 
were generous, and extra money 
was raised for M aegan White to 
spend on herself Lauribeth White 
said the iPad has been a blessing, 
and Maegan White uses it often. 
"W atch in g anyon e su ffe r 
that you love can never be easy," 
Horton said. "I've been to some 
doctor's appointments with her and 
watch ing her be in excruciating 
amounts of pain makes my heart 
break, (and) I would be lying ifl 
said that I haven't ever questioned 
why God brings so much pain 
onto a faithful follower of him. 
However, Maegan never doubts 
his p resence. W atching her be 
so faithful and selfless makes me 
realize how God uses pain of this 
world for his ultimate glory even 
though we don't understand it now." 
According to Zeta Rho mem-
ber senior Brittney Firquain, the 
social club continues to pray for 
Maegan White and send notes 
of encouragement. Firquain said 
she was close friends with alumna 
M organ White. Firquain said she 
met Maegan White when the f.uniJy 
visited for Spring Sing in 2013. 
"To me she's really inspiringt" 
Firquain said. "She has carrie~ 
herself with so much grace and 
so much trust in God to heal her, 
and to carry her, and to use her 
as a vessel to show other people 
his love." 
Students are welcome to send 
M aegan White notes of encour-
agement . Austin White may be 
contacted for more informatibn. 
"It's not what we had pictured, 
but it's what the Lord had set 
before us," Lauribeth White said. 
"We're trying to enjoy each day, and 
(the Lord) has been so faithfiµ to 
provide what we need each day to 
get through the days - the hard 
days and the good days." 
Student to compete in annual Families start archery 
tag business in Searcy international trombone f es ti val By Brooke Kehl 
Student Writer 
Senior Austin Westjohn 
h as been selected as a fi -
nalist in the I nternational 
Trombone Association's 
Robert Marsteller T enor 
Trombone Competition. 
Westjoh n said h e is one 
of three finalists set to 
per form solo and com -
pete at the 45 th annual 
Intern ational Trombon e 
Fes tival , which will take 
place at the Juilliard School 
of Music in New York City 
June 8- 11. 
Westjohn said that he 
has been playing the trom-
bone for 11 years. In high 
school he started getting 
serious about pursuing his 
passion in college with a 
degree in music. As a music 
education major, Westjohn 
is part of several ensembles 
on campus, including the 
Thundering H erd, orchestra 
and jazz band. 
"In college I realized 
that I was passionate about 
music, whether it be teach-
ing it or performing it, " 
W estjohn said . 
Dr. Mike C hance, t he 
direc tor of band s an d 
orchestra, said Wes tjohn 
is th e second Harding 
student to be a finalist in 
this particular competition. 
Westjohn's placement in an 
international competition 
is an accomplishment and 
speaks to the profesionalism 
of the university, according 
to C hance. 
"Austin (Westjohn) has 
found a lot of success in his 
collegiate career because 
he is very focused and is 
willing to give the time 
and work that it takes to 
accomplish certain goals," 
Chance said. "He has gone 
.-
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Senior Austin Westjohn plays his t rombone in front 
of the Donald W. Reynolds Center for Music and 
Communicat ion. Westjohn is set to compete at the 
45th annual International Trombone Festival at the 
Juilliard School of Music in New York City June 8-11. 
above and beyond of what 
is required of him, as well as 
he possesses a lot of natural 
ability to play music." 
Dr. W arren Casey, the 
dean of the College of Arts 
and H umanities, agreed 
that W estjohn has made 
the most of his practice 
and instruction time and 
that performing at th e 
I nternational Trombone 
Festival is a great accom-
p l i sh m e nt. Casey sa id 
Westjohn's accomplish-
ment also shines a ligh t 
on his teachers' ability to 
prepare him. 
"I am looking forward to 
Austin (Westjohn) bei ng 
successful in th e music 
world and being the kind of 
believer who is an example 
of good and right," Casey 
said. "He has potential for 
an outstanding career not 
only as a musician but as 
a Christian man." 
W estjohn said that the 
next st ep fo r hi s ca reer 
is currently applying for 
different graduate schools. 
The International Trom-
bone Festival hosts and 
showcases many trombonists 
in the "Big Apple" and will 
have classes and concerts 
to look forward to accord-
ing to th e I nternational 
Trombone A ssociation . 
"The music performing 
industry is such a great 
opportunity to be a light," 
Westjohn said "I look forward 
to this upcoming summer 
(competition), and I am 
excited to see what the 
future will hold ." 
By Rachel Brackins 
Head Copy Editor 
The Traughber and Corker families 
first played archery tag, a combat game 
that uses foam-tipped arrows and inflat-
able bunkers, during a family vacation in 
Branson, Missouri. That experience has 
since turned into a part-time business 
endeavor. 
Karen Corker, co-owner of Bullseye 
Arch ery Tag, said she, her husband and 
the Traughbers are using the process of 
starting a small business to teach their 
children the value of hard work. 
"My favorite part of helping run Bullseye 
is that we get to spend time with our kids 
as well as some of our good friends, the 
Traughbers," Corker said. "We all really 
have a great time together even though 
it's a lot of work." 
According to Tod Traughber, archery 
tag can be used for club functions, birthday 
parties or even groups of friends. 
"We want it to be something that is 
very eclectic," Tod Traughber said. "We 
want it to be something where a group 
of 10 guys can get together, call and then 
play. We want it to be very flexible . I 
graduated from (Harding) in 1995, and 
my TNT brothers would be constantly 
looking for something to do. We want 
to be that something to do." 
Senior Alex Traughber, activities di-
rector for men's social club Omega Phi 
(no relation to Tod Traughber). said he 
heard a presentation about archery tag 
at the beginning of the semester and 
was interested in scheduling a function. 
After gett ing to try it out for himself, 
Alex Traughber called and set up a stag 
function for Feb. 20. 
"It 's a new activity, and it's probably 
something that not very many Harding 
students have done before," Alex Traugh-
ber said. "It's the experience of doing 
something new - especially in a place 
that we can get so tired of. So hopefully 
this will allow us to come together and 
have some fun and hang out." 
While it is often compared to paintball, 
Tod Traughber said archery tag appeals 
to a much larger audience. 
"There is a significant pain ~r fu 
paintball that is a large deterrent for most 
people," Tod Traughber said . "ff you get 
hit by a paintball you feel like a homethas 
just tom into you. With this, you know 
you've been hit because there .is contact, 
but it 's like a light puatch. • 
Alex Traughber said Omega Phi hosted 
a paintball function a few years ago but 
have not since then. 
"W ith paintball, a lot of people com-
plain that you don't have very many soots 
because you have to keep buying mo~ 
balls, and that really limits you as far as 
how long you can play," Alex Traughber 
said. "But with archery tag, you aren~ 
going to lose the arrows, you caa just 
pick them back up and use them apin.9 
Tod Traughber said Bullseye was~ 
to be flexible and full of options. He said 
he encourages participants to create new 
games as they play. 
For more information or totcliiibte • 
session, call (501) S93-381S otviait**w. 
bullseyesportingevents.word~.COJD. 
COURTESY OF MATT N 
Harding Academy junior Ja.ae Ma. 
son plays Bullseye Archery Tag on 
Jan. 8. Men's social c lub Omega 
Phi Is planning an mcherytag...., 
function Feb. 20. 
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'The King Stag' presents a classic in commedia dell'arte 
By Melissa Hite 
Editorial Asst. 
The Department oflheatre's production 
of Carlo Gozzi's 18th-century play "The 
King Stag" premiered Feb. 18 in the Ulrey 
Performing Arts Center. According to junior 
Patrick Jones, who plays the titular King 
Deramo, "it's just your basic hero story" -
featuring a beautiful girl, a dastardly villain 
and a search for true love. 
"It's a love story about this king who 
is trying to find the perfect queen," Jones 
said. "The woman he picks happens to be 
the love interest of the main antagonist." 
According to director Robin Miller, 
chair of the theatre department, "The King 
Stag" was originally written in Italian, in 
the commedia dell'arte tradition. Elements 
of this theatrical style include a consistent 
cast of archetypal characters, comedic 
"lazzi" (or bits), the wearing of masks and 
improvisational humor. 
"Part of the commedia style is that some 
of the performance is improvised each time 
the script is presented," Miller said. "We 
are following that performance tradition." 
Junior Duncan Michael, who plays the 
comic Truffiedino, said that the commedia 
style's use of masks presented the cast with 
challenges they had not encountered in 
previous shows. 
in because . . . you can't see above my nose." 
According to Jones, that emphasis on 
physicality required a new level of energy. 
"In comedy - like in your basic farce 
show - you have to be over-the-top, you 
have to be animated the entire show, you 
have to keep moving- and that's exhaust-
ing," Jones said. "But this time it's like, you 
have to be more than just over-the-top, 
always-moving expressive - you have to 
be expressive even when you think you 
don't need to be." 
According to Jones and Michael, the 
production takes place on an extremely 
minimal stage with very few set pieces, 
so that the actors themselves can shine. 
Additionally, the Ulrey's versatile stage 
space has been converted to a theater-in-
the-round, making the cast visible from all 
sides at all times. 
"I found (the theater-in-the-round) a 
lot more freeing, 'cause you're not having 
to worry about constantly cheating out," 
.Michael said "You just have to come to terms 
with the fact that someone in the audience 
is always going to be staring at your butt." 
Jones said the staging also allows actors to 
interact directly with the audience, bringing 
them into the world of the show. 
"Honestly, in my opinion, Harding's never 
done something like this before," Michael 
said. "With the amount of commedia, with 
the round, with the audience interaction, this 
is not your typical Harding show." 
"It stretches you, especially with the 
masks," Michael said. "In a straight play, 
you rely heavily on your facial expres-
sions (especially in the Ulrey) convey 
how you're feeling. But with the masks, 
especially with my character, I'm having 
to find new ways that my body can be 
"The King's Stag" continues its run 
. EMILY EASON I The Bison :n1th performa~ces Feb. 19-20, at 7 p._m. The theatre department is performing "The King's Stag" in theatre-in-the-round, making 
m the Ulrey. Tickets are $10 or free with actors visable at all sides of the stage. Performances continue Feb. 19-20 at 7 p.m. Tickets 
the CAB pass. are $10 or free with the CAB pass. 
Local eatery features trivia night as an opportunity to win meal 
Slader's Alaskan Dumpling Co. offers a monthly night of random questions 
By Haley Anzalone 
Student Writer 
Living in a small town can be 
tough on the weekends, especially 
when you are in search of a fun 
activity to do with your friends . Do 
you love a little friendly competi-
tion and winning free dumplings? 
Freshen up on your movie characters 
and sports teams, because the first 
Saturday of every month Slader's 
Alaskan Dumpling Co. will spon-
sor a trivia night, hosted by senior 
Hunter Beck. 
ling meal, courtesy of Slader's . The 
variety of questions ranges from 
movies to TV shows, sports, music 
and more, according to Beck. 
"One of the questions we asked 
was, 'Who is the wealthiest actor 
in the world?"' Beck said. "Jerry 
Seinfeld, and h e is worth $820 
million." 
months the two organized the event. 
"I know when I was a student, 
every now and then I wouldn't know 
what to do in Searcy," Weeks said. 
"I am excited about this opportunity 
to provide that for students." 
Senior Dillon Holsonback at-
tended the first trivia night with 
friends and his team placed third. 
Holsonback said he plans on going 
to other trivia nights, but he doesn't 
know if he will be mentally capable 
of winning because of the superior 
intellects that attend. 
According to Beck, the firs t 
trivia night was held last month, 
and there was quite a turnout. Beck 
said that trivia teams range from 
5-6 players, and after four rounds 
of questions, the winning team is 
awarded coupons for a free dump-
Sladcr's store manager and 
Harding alumnus, Payton Weeks 
said he is excited about providing 
something for students to do on 
slow weekends in town. Weeks said 
he approached Beck a few months 
ago, wanting to bring an event to 
Slader's that was different than 
the usual concert. Beck suggested 
the idea of hosting a trivia night 
and rewarding the winning teams 
with free dumplings. Within a few 
Even if you aren't the best at 
trivia, you could get lucky and end 
up on a wining team and get free 
dumplings. Freshen up on your 
facts, and attend the next Slader's 
Trivia Night on the first Saturday 
of each month. 
AMANDA FLOYD I The Bison 
Slader's Alaskan Dumpling Co. offers monthly trivia nights to win 
a free meal. The next event will be on March 5. 
Editor-in-Chief 
The Harding in Paris (HIP) 
overseas program is finishing up 
its first trip in Spain. The official 
expansion has opened up oppor-
tunities for studenta to learn a 
different culture than the regular 
Paris program. 
"We have already spent time in 
Madrid, the medieval city of Avila, 
Granada and now the Canary Islands," 
Dean of International Programs 
Jeff Hopper said. "Spain makes a 
and living in France." 
With 11 students currently at 
HIP, the program is much smaller 
than Harding in Greece or Harding 
in Florence. According to Inter-
national Program Administrator 
Ashel Parsons, the size of the trip 
is unique to Harding. 
"Paris is the most studied-abroad 
location in the world," Parsons 
said. "Surprisingly, for Harding 
students, it's never been a huge 
interest. W e've always wondered 
popular everywhere else." 
According to Parsons, the In-
ternational Programs Office has 
been looking for ways to improve 
the HIP program, which resulted 
in a month of the trip being spent 
in Spain. Parsons said that while in 
Spain, the students will be receiving 
a concentrated experience like any 
other overseas program. However, 
learning about culture, food and 
architecture will only be bri efly 
discused on in each city before 
According to Hopper, the stu-
dents were able to tour the cities 
after classes had finished for the day. 
"I expect highlights of the trip 
to be the two art museums we vis-
ited in Madrid, the walled city of 
Avila, the Islamic palace Alhambra 
in Granada and the magnificent 
architecture of Antonini Gaudi in 
Barcelona," Hopper said 
A ccording to Hopper, the 
students traveled to their last 
destination, Barcelona, on Feb.19 
said he hopes students will be able 
to compare the culture of Spain to 
France by the end of the program. 
'Tm confident that the students 
are appreciating Spain, but it is not 
until they see France and study 
there that they will be able to fully 
recognize the significant differences 
of these two cultures," Hopper said. 
The HIP program will arrive in 
Paris on Feb. 24, for the remainder 
of the semester. 
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